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By MattJames

Andrew Jordan says he can win
asecond British Touring Car
Championship aftersealing
aswitch tothe Motorbase
Performance team forthe
2016 season.

Jordan, 26, sealed hisdeal with the
Kent-based squad last week, and will
begin an extensive testing programme
during November with the EcoBoost-
engined Ford Focus ST.

The 2013 title winner left the family-
run Eurotech Racingteam attheend
of 2014tojointhefactory Triple Eight
RacingMG squadlast year. Hefailed to
winarace duringthe campaignandis
now desperate toreignite his career.

“Iamlookingatthisasmorethan
aone-year deal, and the title has simply
gottobethetarget,” said Jordan.
“Goingintoanewteamisgoingto
takeabitof gettingused to, but we
will certainly be challenging for wins
straight away and I am sure we will go
tothefinal round with a chance of
winningthe championshipin2016.
We will have the potentialtobea
championship contender—and
why couldn’t we win it?”

Jordan:winless during 2015
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Motorbase Performance team
boss David Bartrum said that he hoped
Jordan’sarrival will spur the team on
tonewer heights.

“Oneof thethingsthat’simportant
isunderstanding what isneeded to win
thetitle,” heexplained. “We think we
understand but we don’t know that we
do, because we have never won it. But by
adding Andrew to theteam, it isgoing
togiveusthatexperience and itisgoing
togiveusahungry younglion. There
isahunger,adesire, anability and an
understanding of what ittakesto get
there. That is what we get by signingup
Andrew Jordan.”

Prospects

The EcoBoost-powered Ford Focus was
developed over thefirst part of 2015
and drivers Mat Jackson and James
Coleonlyjoinedthe campaign
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Despitethelate arrival, Jackson won
fourraces andfinished in 12th place
overallin thedrivers’ standings.

Rival teams bemoaned a perceived
power advantage that the Ford had,
although the team says that the speed
of the car wasas much about the work
thathad been done on the chassis front.

“Everyonesays that wehavehada
hugeadvantage this season, but we
haven’t shown our hand yet,” said
Bartrum. “The carisquick,anditisnot
justabouttheengine. Thatisthelast
partof it:butitischassisand other
thingstoo. Andrew’s dad [and former
BTCCracer and team owner] Mike
haswatched the caratlots of corners
duringpracticeandracingthis year,
and he knows what the chassis is
aboutand how good itis.”

Jordansaid hehasnoconcernseven
if the power output is pegged back by
rulemakersahead of 2016.

“Thethingtoremember isthat
the engines were equalised before
the cars were allowed tojoined the
championshipthisyear;,” hesaid.

“If they do pegthem back, then they
do.Thaven’t gone therejust because
they have been so quick this year
because of theengine.Ireally
don’tusethatasafactor.”

Motorbase’s passion toseal amaiden
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title was one of thekey factorsthat
attracted Jordan to theteam, he said.
Theteam hasfinished fourth in the
teams’ pointsfourtimes.

“David Bartrum and the team haven’t
won it before and thereisagenuine
hungerthere,” added Jordan. “Ilook
back to whenIwon thetitle in 2013 [with
the family-run Eurotech team]and it
wasn’tabout making money, it was
about winning.Icanseethatsame
mentality at Motorbase Performance
thatisone of thekey pointsthatreally
interested us.”

Getting to work

Jordan isscheduled totestthe 2015

car in November and will then sample
amachine with various developments
onit. Theteam hasalsoscheduled
atest programme abroad over the
winter months.

The identity of Jordan’steam-mate
hasyettoberevealed,and Bartrum
said hehad applied for a third TOCA
BTCC Licence (TBL)and was looking
attheoption of runningthree cars
nextseason.

“Iknow thereisabigqueue of people
who want anotherlicence, but we have
alotof thingsin place and it would
work really well for us. We are in talks
atthemoment,” said Bartrum.
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Jordan will join the race-winning Motorbase team

Harrison: MG will come
back even stronger

MG Triple Eight Racing team
principal Ian Harrison says the
team has exciting plans for next
season that will be revealed
within the next few weeks.

Andrew Jordan drove for the
teamin 2015 alongside Jack
Goff, but Jordan has now left
for Motorbase Performance.

Triple Eight team boss Ian
Harrison said he was optimistic
about the future: “We have an
excellent package for next season
and the entire project will be
taking some steps forward.
Everyoneis fully on board
for the future.”

Speaking about losing Jordan,
Harrison said that he hoped the
driver might be able to work with
the team again in years to come.

“Ihave alot of time for Andrew,
anditisjust ashame that the
chemistry didn’t click this
season,” said Harrison. “I wish
him all the best and I hope that
one day he might come back and
drive for us again under different
circumstances and when he has
different advisors.”
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