
RACING NEWS

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @MNEWSRACING

JORDAN
JOINSMOTORBASE
FORBTCC
Title-winning driver links up with
Ford Focus team for 2016 season
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Jordan will join the race-winning Motorbase team
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ByMattJames

AndrewJordansayshecanwin
asecondBritishTouringCar
Championshipaftersealing
aswitchtotheMotorbase
Performanceteamforthe
2016season.

Jordan,26,sealedhisdealwiththe
Kent-basedsquadlastweek,andwill
beginanextensivetestingprogramme
duringNovemberwiththeEcoBoost-
enginedFordFocusST.

The2013titlewinnerleftthefamily-
runEurotechRacingteamattheend
of 2014tojointhefactoryTripleEight
RacingMGsquadlastyear.Hefailedto
winaraceduringthecampaignandis
nowdesperatetoreignitehiscareer.

“Iamlookingatthisasmorethan
aone-yeardeal,andthetitlehassimply
gottobethetarget,”saidJordan.
“Goingintoanewteamisgoingto
takeabitof gettingusedto,butwe
willcertainlybechallengingforwins
straightawayandIamsurewewillgo
tothefinalroundwithachanceof
winningthechampionshipin2016.
Wewillhavethepotentialtobea
championshipcontender–and
whycouldn’twewinit?”

MotorbasePerformanceteam
bossDavidBartrumsaidthathehoped
Jordan’sarrivalwillspurtheteamon
tonewerheights.

“Oneof thethingsthat’simportant
isunderstandingwhatisneededtowin
thetitle,”heexplained.“Wethinkwe
understandbutwedon’tknowthatwe
do,becausewehaveneverwonit.Butby
addingAndrewtotheteam,itisgoing
togiveusthatexperienceanditisgoing
togiveusahungryyounglion.There
isahunger,adesire,anabilityandan
understandingof whatittakestoget
there.Thatiswhatwegetbysigningup
AndrewJordan.”

Prospects
TheEcoBoost-poweredFordFocuswas
developedoverthefirstpartof 2015
anddriversMatJacksonandJames
Coleonlyjoinedthecampaign
halfwaythrough.

Despitethelatearrival,Jacksonwon
fourracesandfinishedin12thplace
overallinthedrivers’standings.

Rivalteamsbemoanedaperceived
poweradvantagethattheFordhad,
althoughtheteamsaysthatthespeed
of thecarwasasmuchaboutthework
thathadbeendoneonthechassisfront.

“Everyonesaysthatwehavehada
hugeadvantagethisseason,butwe
haven’tshownourhandyet,”said
Bartrum.“Thecarisquick,anditisnot
justabouttheengine.Thatisthelast
partof it:butitischassisandother
thingstoo.Andrew’sdad[andformer
BTCCracerandteamowner]Mike
haswatchedthecaratlotsof corners
duringpracticeandracingthisyear,
andheknowswhatthechassisis
aboutandhowgooditis.”

Jordansaidhehasnoconcernseven
if thepoweroutputispeggedbackby
rulemakersaheadof 2016.

“Thethingtorememberisthat
theengineswereequalisedbefore
thecarswereallowedtojoinedthe
championshipthisyear,”hesaid.
“If theydopegthemback,thenthey
do.Ihaven’tgonetherejustbecause
theyhavebeensoquickthisyear
becauseof theengine.Ireally
don’tusethatasafactor.”

Motorbase’spassiontosealamaiden

titlewasoneof thekeyfactorsthat
attractedJordantotheteam,hesaid.
Theteamhasfinishedfourthinthe
teams’pointsfourtimes.

“DavidBartrumandtheteamhaven’t
wonitbeforeandthereisagenuine
hungerthere,”addedJordan.“Ilook
backtowhenIwonthetitlein2013[with
thefamily-runEurotechteam]andit
wasn’taboutmakingmoney,itwas
aboutwinning.Icanseethatsame
mentalityatMotorbasePerformance
thatisoneof thekeypointsthatreally
interestedus.”

Gettingtowork
Jordanisscheduledtotestthe2015
carinNovemberandwillthensample
amachinewithvariousdevelopments
onit.Theteamhasalsoscheduled
atestprogrammeabroadoverthe
wintermonths.

Theidentityof Jordan’steam-mate
hasyettoberevealed,andBartrum
saidhehadappliedforathirdTOCA
BTCCLicence(TBL)andwaslooking
attheoptionof runningthreecars
nextseason.

“Iknowthereisabigqueueof people
whowantanotherlicence,butwehave
alotof thingsinplaceanditwould
workreallywellforus.Weareintalks
atthemoment,”saidBartrum.Jordan:winlessduring2015

MGTripleEightRacingteam
principalIanHarrisonsaysthe
teamhasexcitingplansfornext
seasonthatwillberevealed
withinthenextfewweeks.

AndrewJordandroveforthe
teamin2015alongsideJack
Goff,butJordanhasnowleft
forMotorbasePerformance.

TripleEightteambossIan
Harrisonsaidhewasoptimistic
aboutthefuture:“Wehavean
excellentpackagefornextseason
andtheentireprojectwillbe
takingsomestepsforward.
Everyoneis fullyonboard
forthefuture.”

SpeakingaboutlosingJordan,
Harrisonsaidthathehopedthe
drivermightbeabletoworkwith
theteamagaininyearstocome.

“Ihavealotof timeforAndrew,
andit is justashamethatthe
chemistrydidn’tclickthis
season,”saidHarrison.“Iwish
himall thebestandIhopethat
onedayhemightcomebackand
driveforusagainunderdifferent
circumstancesandwhenhehas
differentadvisors.”
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Reflects positions in
the BTCC teams’
championship
2015* = team only
contested a part-season

Harrison: MGwill come
back even stronger

 will certainly be challenging for wins
 straight away and I am sure we will go

 Cole only joined the campaign
halfway through.
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